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Abstract

In 2009, Malaysia, via the Board of Engineers Malaysia (BEM), was admitted as a signatory to the Washington
Accord, the mutual recognition agreement for engineering education programs under the governance of the
International Engineering Alliance (IEA). Nine years on, in June 2018, the BEM was accepted as a full
signatory for the other two IEA agreements for education, i.e., the Sydney Accord for engineering technology
education and the Dublin Accord for engineering technician education. These achievements by the BEM
represent significant milestones in international benchmarking for quality engineering education in Malaysia,
where henceforth, Malaysia has been an active signatory in all three education accords of the IEA. The IEA
is the umbrella body that champions cross-border collaboration and mobility within the engineering profession
by promoting clarity in the relevant standards and competencies. Full-signatory status to these three accords
can only be granted after rigorous audit by international peer reviewers during a provisional signatory status,
which normally requires massive and intensive efforts by the relevant stakeholders in the jurisdiction’s
engineering education community. Hence, graduates of BEM-accredited program are now recognized by other
signatory nations of the accords and can look forward to having in their possession a very marketable
qualification for them to commence their professional career. Such graduates will be of international standing
and hence will help to attract foreign companies to set up their businesses in Malaysia, consistent with the
aspiration to develop competent human capital that is necessary to propel the nation toward a high-income
economy. Signatory status for the Washington, Sydney, and Dublin Accords ensures the high standards
necessary for graduates to enter the profession for the entire engineering team, which importantly includes
engineering technologists and technicians. These two categories of engineering professionals have
traditionally been overlooked in the past, despite their significant role within the engineering profession.
Pursuant to this, the BEM has developed education standards based on the adopted IEA Graduate Attributes
and is currently developing IEA-based professional competency frameworks. This will provide clarity for
potential students intending to become engineers, engineering technologists, and technicians to chart their
educational and professional pathways within the engineering profession, where the outcomes and
competencies are globally recognized.
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